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You shall certainly have two or three of my prints by
Mr. Essex when he returns hither and hence, and any-
thing else you will command. I am just now in great
concern for the terrible death of General Conway's son-
in-law, Mr. Darner, of which, perhaps, you in your solitude
have not heard. You are happy who take no part but
in the past world, for the mortui non mordent, nor do any
of the extravagant and distressing things that perhaps they
did in their lives. I hope the gout, that persecutes even
in a hermitage, has left you.

Yours most sincerely,

H. W.

1719,   To SIK HORACE MANN.

Strawberry Hill, Aug. 20, 1776.

You will have concluded, on the sight of another letter
so soon, that you are to hear of a battle in America. Not
so, though you are going to hear a dismal story, and,
which is worse, relative to friend^ of mine. Indeed the
newspapers will have told it to you already, and you have
known the principal actor, Mr. Darner, Lord Milton's
eldest son, and who married General Conway's only
daughter. I think I told you in my last that he and his
two brothers most unexpectedly notified to their father
that they owed above seventy thousand pounds. The
proud lord, for once in the right, refused to pay the debt,
or see them. The two eldest were to retire to Prance,
and Mrs. Darner was to accompany them, without a< mur-
mur, and with the approbation, though to the great grief,
of Mr, Oonway and Lady Ailesbury. She was, luckily,
gone to take her leave of them, and to return to town last
Friday morning. On Thursday, Mr. Darner supped at the
Bedford Arms in Covent Garden, with four1 common
women, a blind fiddler, and no other man. At threencommon matter ? I suspect so.
